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language, moderate in the aspirations it expres-
sed, and evidently animated by a sincere desire to
offer friendly and helpful criticism upon the
policy of the British administration in India."
The Presidentship of the Indian National Congress
marks the high water-mark of Romesh Dutt's public life.
As in several other spheres he had achieved a pioneering
role. There had been Congress Presidents of eminence be-
fore him, but the Congress had hitherto received no offi-
cial support or sympathy. As the Statesman pointed
out, the time was not so very distant "when the Congress
was denounced by nine officials out of ten as a centre of
disloyalty." The fact that Romesh Dutt who had hitherto
distinguished himself as an administrator and a man of
letters had presided over the annual session of the Cong-
ress, had defended the role of the Congress and had voiced
the aspirations of his people, compelled the critics of the
Congress to reconsider their attitude. The Congress could
no longer be dismissed as a forum for disloyal agitators.
The views and aspirations expressed by the Congress could
no longer be regarded as th© utterances of irresponsible
extremists. They were genuine enough, and were suffi-
ciently deep-rooted in the minds of the people to have re-
ceived the support of a scholar and administrator who was
basically loyal to the administration.
Indian opinion naturally hailed Romesh Dutt for the
powerful support he had given to the popular cause An
address was presented to him in Calcutta by Mr. W. C
Bonnerjee on behalf of the citizens, and a demonstration,
was held in his honour. Speaking at this demonstration
Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjea, the veteran of the early
national movement, spoke with his usual eloquence:
"Mr. Dutt has been in the service of Government,
but the service which he has now entered upon

